
The Knight Times 
St. John’s Council #1345, Knights of Columbus 

Serving Bergenfield & Dumont; Website: www.kofc1345.org 

Meets every third Monday of the month at 8:00pm 

            One Nation Under God - Be a Proud Catholic American 

February 2025 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Grand Knight's Message 
 

Reverend Fathers, Brother Knights, Sister Columbiettes, Family and Friends,  
 

Welcome February, the shortest month of the year!!! While it is a short month, St. John’s Council is a making the most of its time. We 
will again be hosting a Super Bowl Potluck Party, bring a dish and watch the big game on our huge screen video setup. The big game 
is on February 9th  with the fun starting at 5:00 pm. See details herein. 
 

Our Cheap dinners continue to be a success, January saw our first Winter BBQ paired with the NFL Championship games. Well attended 
and enjoyed by all. My thanks go out to Ken Armellino and Anthony Marti for their cooking skills and setting up the hall for the day. 
Thanks also go out to Mike Rowley for being our bartender for the day. Thanks guys, great job as always. 
 

SAVE THE DATE for Irish Night, coming to your council on March 22nd! Dinner will consist of corned beef and cabbage, potatoes, 
bangers and mash, music and dancing along with beer, wine and soda.  Stay tuned for details. 
 

As you know, our former chaplain, Father Dermot Roache, recently lost his father, John, to cancer. The family is requesting any 
donations be made to the SMA Fathers.  Please keep Father Dermot and his family in your prayers as he prays for all of us.  
 

“May the sun always shine warm on your windowpane; may a rainbow be certain to follow each rain. May the hand of a friend always 
be near you, and may God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you.”  Vivat Jesus!  
 

Chuck Hollis, Grand Knight, FDD  
 

Chaplain’s Message: Candlemas Day  
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

February began with the celebration of the Presentation of the Lord. Forty days after his birth, Jesus was presented in the Temple in 
accordance with the Law of Moses.  This Feast is otherwise known as Little Christmas, Candlemas, or the Purification of the Virgin 
Mary.  The child Jesus was ‘redeemed’, meaning ‘bought back,’ or offered to God.  Joseph and Mary were fulfilling the precept of the 
Book of Exodus - “Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it 
belongs to Me.” Ex. 13:2  
 

At the Passover the firstborn of the Egyptians, both man and animal, were killed, but Israel’s firstborn sons and animals were spared. 
Henceforth, for the people of Israel, the firstborn belonged to God.  There is great wisdom in this.  Our children are not our own, they 
do not belong to us; their true identity is that of being children of God.  A fellow Knight once told me how he came to the realization 
that he had, for many years, done a poor job as a parent because he thought his son was his, and not God’s.  
 

A child’s greatest freedom and security comes from their knowing that they do indeed belong to God.  Mary and Joseph knew this 
very well and took their newborn to the temple to redeem him, to offer him to God.  Being poor they did not have a lamb for the 
offering, so they instead gave the offering of the poor – two turtledoves. This Feast Day also used to be called the Purification of the 
Virgin, recalling the ancient tradition whereby mothers were purified after birth.   Why were they purified?  Because they had lost 
blood in the act of giving birth, and blood is holy, it is life itself.  The act of Purification acknowledged that God is the author of all life, 
and that all life is sacred.  This Purification was once also known amongst Catholics as ‘churching,’ whereby a mother, having given 
birth, was welcomed back into the church. The mother would hold a lighted candle, and be led into the church from the vestibule, 
with prayers of gratitude being said for her safe delivery.  Hence, Candlemas Day which traditionally signified the end of the Christmas 
season.  It was the day in which candles were blessed and distributed for use throughout the year, especially for the blessing of the 
throats, on the Feast Day of St. Blaize. 
 

If mothers were once purified, having lost blood in childbirth, today’s world has no such respect or concern for the loss of blood. Life 
is increasingly cheapened, and blood is all too easily spilt.  Bloodshed is legalized by abortion laws and glorified in video games; it has 
become a multimillion-dollar industry.  The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord redresses this, declaring life for what it is – a gift of 
God, and to be respected.    
 

Christ is the light of the nations, and he enters into his Temple.  May he be presented in our Temple, in each one of us, as we 
acknowledge our life as coming from him, and dedicate ourselves and our mission as Knights to him.    
 

Fr. Sean 

http://www.kofc1345.org/


Council Officers 2024-2025 
Chaplain:  Fr. Sean Manson   201-470-7379 
Grand Knight: Charles Hollis, FDD  201-314-8599 
Deputy Grand Knight: Bob Knott   201-675-2802 
Chancellor: Justin Miller  201-421-8915 
Warden:  William Flores  917-544-2322 
Recorder:  George Corbo  201-450-1205 
Treasurer:  Arturo Ilano  917-288-8407 
Advocate:  Richard Oldfield  201-220-7127 
Financial Secretary: Kenneth Armellino, FS, PGK 516-220-9333 
Inside Guard: Frank Apablaza  201-362-0770 
Outside Guard: Anthony Marti  917-602-3797 
Trustee 1 year: Steven Martin, DD  201-669-8236 
Trustee 2 year: Brian O’Dowd  201-390-7968 
Trustee 3 year: Frank Gallacher, PGK, PFN 201-357-2683 
Lecturer:  Dr. Geoffrey Saddock  201-387-0240 
Insurance Agent: Ciriaco (JoJo) Gelera FICF 201-725-2638 
District Deputy: Steven Martin  201-669-8236 
 

Council Chairmen 2024-2025 
Church Activities:  Brian O’Dowd  201-387-7187 
Community Affairs:  Kenneth Armellino FS, PGK 516-220-9333 
Council Activities:  Steve Martin DD,  201-669-8236 
Council Reservations:  Kenneth Armellino FS, PGK 516-220-9333 
Family Activities:  Steve Martin DD  201-669-8236 
Feeding Homeless:  Chuck Hollis GK, FDD  201-314-8599 
Murray Scholarship: Steve Martin DD  201-669-8236 
Membership: Justin Miller  201-421-8916 
Newsletter Editor:  Mike Rowley  201-280-8727 
Parish Roundtable: Ken Armellino FS, PGK  516-220-9333 
Program Director: Bob Knott   201-675-2802 
Publicity:   Ken Armellino FS, PGK  516-220-9333 
Respect for Life:  Richard Oldfield  201-220-7127 
Retention:  Brian O'Dowd  201-390-7968 
Retreat:   Chuck Hollis GK, FDD  201-314-8599 
Scholarship:  Dr. Geoffrey Sadock  201-387-0240 
  Richard Oldfield  201-220-7127 
Sick & Wake:  Bob Knott   201-675-2802 
SMA Mission Rep:  TBA 
St. John Church Rep:  Bob Knott   201-675-2802  
St. Mary Church Rep:  Brian O'Dowd  201-390-7968 
Webmaster:  Brian O'Dowd  201-390-7968 
 

Twin-Boro Columbian Club Officers 2024-2025 
President:  Steve Martin  201-669-8236 
Vice President: Mike Rowley - 201-280-8727 
Secretary:  Tom Formoso  201-707-9890 
Treasurer:  Adrian Miller  201-803-0388 
Trustee:  Jeff Meeks   201-394-7822 
Trustee:  Anthony Marti  917-602-3797 
Trustee:  Ken Armellino  516-220-9333 

 

Columbiette Officers 2024-2025 
President:  Genine Armellino  917-992-2011 
Vice-President: Maureen Italiano  201-916-1404 
Secretary:  Janet Maniscalco  201-417-0999 
Financial Sec: Nancy Hecker  201-207-0891 
Treasurer:  Michele Sciarrino  201-387-2916 
Sentinel:  Lisa Howell  201-280-4469 
Immed. Past Pres: Laura Labetti  201-788-5971 

 
Boy Scouts – Troop #1345  

Charter Executive – Rich Merkovsky  201-494-9912 
Charter Organization Representative – Jason Reeves 732-403-1943 
Scoutmaster – Kris Kelly   201-232-3377 
 
 
 
 
 

Knight Times Newsletter 
Editor: Mike Rowley  
Email: koc1345newsletter@gmail.com  
Send correspondence to: Mike Rowley, P. O. Box 211, Dumont, NJ 
07628. 
Knight Times, digitally published monthly, is the official publication of 
St. John’s Council #1345, K of C.  Information contained therein does 
not necessarily purport to represent the views of the Knights of 
Columbus at large. Subscription is to all members in good standing.  

 
Healing and Wake Report 

As of January 31, 2025 

Bold indicates a new name or a change in condition. The Healing List 
for members, family and friends of members will be updated every 3 
months and names will be removed from the list after 3 months. If 
you want a name to be placed on, removed or placed back on the 
list, please contact Bob Knott at 201-675-2802. 

 
Members 

-Don Wuertz   -Brian O’Dowd  
-Dan Taylor   -Larry Rivera, PGK  
-Fred Schuldt   -Michael Siano  
-Lou Sciarrino   -Jeff Martin  
-Andrew Santulli   -John McGill, PGK 
-Dr. Geoffrey Saddock, Lecturer 

 
Relatives & Friends 

-Janet Trawinski, wife of Edward A. Trawinski, Jr. 
-Fr. Ray Filipski, priest at St. John's Church 
-Sr. Ann Murray, sister of our late Fr. Murray 
-Nancy Hecker, wife of Paul Hecker 
-Janice Forlini, Columbiette 
-Mary McGowan, wife of Gerald McGowan 
-Joyce Tyson, mother of Michelle Sciarrino 
-Millie Healy, wife of Marty Healy, PGK 
-Ann Meyer, wife Herb Meyer, FSD  
-Barbara McEllen, Columbiette 
-Nina DiCostanzo, Columbiette 
-Dyane Guardino, daughter of Columbiette, Annette Rogie  
-Roger Carney, brother of Maureen Italiano 
-Maria Meeks, wife of Jeff Meeks 
-Joe Manson, father of Fr. Sean Manson, Chaplain 
-Bill Gavigan, nephew of Kevin Barry 
-Karen Saddock, wife of Dr. Geoffrey Saddock  
 

Wake 
-John Roache, father of Fr. Dermot Roache 
 

Organ Donor Program 
Brothers, with your family and friends, become an Organ Donor.  
The life you save is precious, and could be family, a relative, or a 
friend.  Sign up at: www.registerme.org/knights or with Greg Ryan, 
201-919-2535 

tel:201-390-7968
tel:201-390-7968
tel:201-390-7968
mailto:koc1345newsletter@gmail.com
http://www.registerme.org/knights


Deputy Grand Knight’s Report 
As I write this, I just got news of the terrible plane-helicopter 
crash at the Potomac River. Let’s pray for the victims, their 
families, and the first responders.  
 

I have been remiss in implementing the initiative to reach out 
to elderly or homebound knights and their spouses and hope 
to have something to present at our next general meeting. 
Meanwhile, Mike Rowley reports that a brother Knight who 
attended our Winter BBQ, said that he often can’t get to our 
meetings or events because of an inability to drive. Mike told 
him that he would drive him whenever he needed a ride to our 
events. This is a great example of fraternity. I told Mike that I 
would also be available for this brother if needed. 
 

I have attached a flyer announcing the Friars of the Renewal 
Men’s Day on March 1st at their monastery in Newark. From 
experience, I highly recommend this day of reflection and 
fellowship. The friars tell us it’s a great way to get ready for 
Lent! Let me know if you’re interested, I and other brothers 
from our council and St. John’s Cornerstone plan to attend —
we can carpool. 

Bob Knott, Deputy Grand Knight 
 

Twin Boro Columbian Club Report 
The Twin Boro Columbian Club is responsible for the 
maintenance, repair and upkeep of our Council Hall. We are 
always looking for our brothers to assist us at rentals, assist us 
in preparing the hall for a rental or assist us in “breaking down” 
after a rental; or, perhaps help us in the kitchen on the few 
occasions we need kitchen help. We have a beautiful hall and 
lounge which attracts lots of interest from prospective clients. 
I would hope that everyone from our Knights family would 
steer their friends and family to our hall for any event. That’s 
what keeps us going. As  always, I am happy to speak with 
anyone about the operation of the TBCC, or anyone who wants 
to get involved.   
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Steven Martin, Proud TBCC President  

 
2025 Dues Reminder 

Thank you to those who have paid their dues promptly.   As a 
reminder, dues notices were sent out in January – please help 
keep the costs down by returning your dues with this first 
notice.   For your convenience we have provided an option to 
pay by credit card (https://KofC1345.square.site).  There will 
be a slight fee to cover the associated costs.  As a reminder, it 
is important for you to keep your email address current, so 
that we may continue to provide the “Knight Times.”  The 
second notice will be mailed around February 20th. Please 
make every effort to have your dues paid by then.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Columbiette Report 
“Just remember in the winter 
Far beneath the bitter snows 
Lies the seed that with the sun's love 
In the spring becomes the rose” 
(Bette Midler, 1979) 
 

Mark your calendars!  The date of our Columbiette’s 20th 
Anniversary Celebration will be on Sunday, April 6th at 
Donatella’s Restaurant in Harrington Park. Starting time is 1 
pm and the cost is $40.00 per person.  You will soon be 
receiving in the mail an invitation to this event.  The invitation 
has details regarding how to RSVP and make payment.  We are 
looking forward to seeing all our members at this special 
milestone anniversary. 
 

Just a “friendly reminder” before we start to enjoy the month 
of February. Columbiette Membership Dues (which are 
$30.00) are now due! You can bring your dues to our next 
regular meeting, which is February 19th, at 7:30 pm at the 
council hall. 
 

Wishing everyone a lovely Valentine’s Day.  
 

Peace! 
 

Roberta Elwell, Past President 
 

St. John’s Council 1345 Apparel 
Are you looking for St. Johns Council 1345 apparel? We have 
partnered with Pyramid Imprints to offer the following items 
to complete your wardrobe: 

• Polo Shirts bot with and without a pocket 

• Hooded Sweatshirts 

• Crewneck Sweatshirts 

• Twill Dress Shirts both long and short sleeve 

• Quarter Zip Shirts 

• A Three Season Jacket 

• Faded Color Baseball cap 
 

Various colors and sizes are available. Embroidery shows St. 
John’s Council 1345 on top and Bergenfield/Dumont on the 
bottom. Your name and position (if any) can also be 
embroidered on the opposite side. The American Flag will also 
be on the left sleeve. 
 

An order form is attached as well as a product description of 
each item.  While some items list many colors, we are limiting 
it to the following colors: White, Navy, Red and Royal Blue. 
Please have your orders with payment, returned to the council 
no later than February 10th. Thank you.  

Chuck Hollis, FDD, Grand Knight 
 
 

 

https://kofc1345.square.site/


Dates to Remember  
(Events are at the Council unless noted otherwise) 

Fri, Feb 7th Recitation of the Rosary at St. Mary’s 
Church – 6:05 pm; Holy Hour/Eucharistic 
Adoration at St. John’s - 7 pm 

Mon, Feb 10th Officers Meeting – 7:30 pm  
Mon, Feb 17th Council Meeting – 8 pm  
Wed, Feb 19th Columbiettes Meeting – 7:30 pm  
  

Troop 1345 meets every Tuesday at 7:45 pm 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
St. John’s overnight Eucharistic Adoration takes place on the first 
Friday of every month starting with a 7 pm Holy Hour and 
continuing until Saturday morning at 6:45 am. Come when you 
can---contact Bob Knott if interested. 
 

Next Council Meeting - Monday, February 17th 
Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, February 17th 
at 8 pm. Prior minutes can be reviewed by going to KofC1345.org 
and selecting “Minutes” from the left-hand side. When 
prompted, enter “1345” for the user and “armour” (case 
sensitive) for the password. 
 

Need a Ride to a Council Event or Meeting? 
If you need assistance getting to or from a Council event or 
meeting because of a disability or just to car pool, please call or 
text Mike Rowley at 201-280-8727 or Bob Knott at 201-675-2802 
and we’ll make arrangements.   
 

Upcoming Events 

Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament: Join us for the Twin Boro 
Columbian Club’s Premier Winter Fundraiser on Saturday, 
February 8th to help support the club’s facilities and its 
charitable works.  The $100 buy-in includes hot buffet of roast 
beef, mashed potatoes, chicken tenders, french fries, bread, 

and salad throughout the evening, as well as tap beer, wine, 
soda, coffee, and the tournament entry.  Check-in and buffet at  

6 pm, tournament starts at 7 pm.  Non-players $20pp.  RSVP 
online at MikesPokerTables.com and get a 500 Chip 
Bonus.  Call or text Ken A. at 1-516-220-9333 with questions. 
 

Superbowl Sunday Social: Members, friends and family are 
invited to join us for the big game at the Council on Sunday, 
February 9th starting at 5 pm.  There is no admission for this 
event! – bring your favorite sharable snack or dish or just come 
down to watch the big game on our huge screens! Drink 
specials at the bar.  Please call or text Mike Rowley at 201-280-
8727 if you’re bringing a dish. 
 

Irish Night: Will be held on March 22nd. Dinner will consist of 
corned beef and cabbage, potatoes, bangers and mash; music 
and dancing along with beer, wine and soda.  Stay tuned for 
details. 
 

Fish Fry: We will be hosting a Lenten Fish Fry on Friday, March 
28th at 6 pm. Look for details in the March 2025 Digital Knight 
Times. 
 

Columbiettes’ 20th Anniversary: Save the date! Sunday, April 
6th at Donatella’s Restaurant in Harrington Park. Details to 
follow. 
 
 

Council #1345 in Action 

 
 

Ken Armellino speaking at the Winter BBQ 
 

 
 

Anthony “Burger King” Marti at the Winter BBQ 
 
 

 
 

Knights of the Month: Bill Flores (Dec. 2024) and Brian 
O’Dowd (Jan. 2025). Congratulations gentlemen! 



 























St. John’s Council 1345 Apparel Order form 

Product Color (Circle 
one) 

Size Quantity Cost Total $ 

88181 Core360 
Performance 
Pique Polo 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S – 6X 
For sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $32.00 
XXL - $35.00 
XXXL $37.00 

 

88181p Core360 
Performance 
Pique Polo 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S – 6X 
For sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $35.00 
XXL $37.00 
XXXL $39.00 

 

g125 Gildan Adult 
Hooded 
Sweatshirt 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S – XXXL  S-XL $42.00 
XXL $47.00 
XXXL $50.00 
 

 

g180 Gildan Adult 
Heavy Crew 
Sweatshirt 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S-XXXL  S-XL $42.00 
XXL $47.00 
XXXL $50.00 

 

m500 Harriton 
Mens Easy Blend 
Long Sleeve Twill 
Shirt 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S – 6X 
For sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $42.00 
XXLK $45.00 
XXXL $47.00 

 

m500s Harriton 
Men’s Easy 
Blend Short 
Sleeve Twill Shirt 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S – 6X 
For sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $39.00 
XXL $42.00 
XXXL $44.00 

 

5422 Augusta 
Sportswear Adult 
Fleece Pullover 
Sweatshirt 

White 
Red 
Blue 
Royal Blue 

S-5XFor sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $47.00 
XXL $ 50.00 
XXXL $52.00 

 

acep101 Adams 
Cotton Twill 
Essentials 
Pigment Dyed 
Cap 

Nautical Red One size fits 
all 

 $25.00  

d700 Devon and 
Jones Men’s 
Three Season 
Classic Jacket 

Royal Blue S – 6X 
For sizes 
XXXXL – 
XXXXXXL 
Please email 
me. 

 S-XL $ 81.00 
XXL $83.00 
XXXL $ 83.00 

 

  



Add your 
name/position 

   1 Line $8.00 
2 lines $ 
12.00 

 

Name 
 

 

Position 
 
 

 

Name 
 

 

Address 
 

 

Telephone 
 

 

Email Address 
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